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By Jennifer L.S. Pearsall, 
NSSF Director, Public Relations

Fall is in full swing, the winter holidays 
are fast approaching and high school seniors 
everywhere are taking SATs and submitting 
college applications to universities across 
the country. As exciting as this time of year 
and coming months are for those soon to 
be graduating seniors, for those who have 
competed avidly in the shooting sports as 
youth shooters, going away to college often 
means putting the guns away.

It doesn’t have to be that way. Thanks to 
the National Shooting Sports Foundation’s 
(NSSF’s) Collegiate Shooting Sports 
Initiative (CSSI), more and more colleges 
and universities have incorporated shooting 
clubs and programs into their outside-the-
classroom activity rosters. 

“We created the Collegiate Shooting 
Sports Initiative with several goals in mind,” 
explained Samantha Pedder, NSSF Manager, 
Outreach and Diversity. “First and foremost 
we wanted to raise awareness with the public 
about those higher education institutions 
that already have established target-shooting 
programs. Second, we wanted to be able 
to provide support, both financial and non-
financial, to those universities and colleges 
looking to develop new programs or grow 
their team participation. There’s also the 
desire to simply provide information on the 
shooting sports to these young adults who 
may not know anything about skeet or trap 
or 3-position rifle or whatever discipline for 
which a college has a program.”

The timing is right for this kind of 
effort and is a crucial component of the 
program and NSSF’s work to encourage 
diversification and capture the interest of a 
new audience. Research done by NSSF staff 
over the last couple years has shown that 
target shooting is on the rise. From 2009 to 
2012, participation in target shooting of all 
types has risen 19%, from 34.4 million in 
2009 to nearly 41 million in 2012 (the last 
year for which numbers were available).

“Today’s students aren’t exposed to 
hunting and firearms shooting sports in 
their schools as generations before them 
once were,” said Pedder. “Things have 
changed, but that doesn’t necessarily mean 
for the worse. Right now our industry and 
the future of hunting and the shooting sports 
is changing for the better with programs 
such as CSSI, which have an entirely new 
audience—many of them young adults—
experiencing the shooting sports for the first 
time. As we see it, when encouraged at the 
university level by their peers who do have 
experience in the shooting sports and have 
come up through the ranks competing at 
the youth level, those young adults newly 

Shooting Through College

introduced to the shooting 
sports will find a level 
of sportsmanship and 
camaraderie few other sports 
offer. Best of all, they’ll also 
find a level of acceptance 
uncommon in other sports. 
Short or tall, athlete or not, 
male or female, black, white, 
Hispanic, Asian, Native 
American or any other 
ethnic background—none of 
that matters in the shooting 
sports.”

University Shooting Programs
College catalogs and online information are essential to choosing the right school 

whether you’re a parent working out the tuition budget or a student looking to get the 
most out of their next four years and their first venture away from home. For those 
looking to include a collegiate shooting program in that planning, there are several 
resources available. 
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NOW YOU CAN SHOOT HANDGUNS

IN THE BACKYARD!

A I R G U N S

Train in the convenience of your own backyard.* 
Umarex air pistols have the authentic shape, 

weight, and feel of their firearm counterparts, 
but use readily available, low cost ammunition. 
More trigger time, Less money, No hassle. 

See the selection here: 
UmarexUSA.com/JrShooters

©
 2

01
5 

Um
ar

ex
 U

SA

*Subject to All State and Local Laws.  |  Always place your target on a safe backstop and place 
the backstop in a location that will be safe should it fail.
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By Andy Fink, 
Wyatt Irish (16), 
Ricky Marston (14)

We received Daniel Defense’s 
DDM4V9lw rifle last year and were very 
impressed. Function was perfect without 
any jams in firing over 600 rounds of 
Black Hills 55-grain and 75-grain match, 
Hornady 55-grain Steel Match, and 
reloads. It has excellent ergonomics, and 
though not what I would normally say is  
built for 3-Gun due to the quad rail design, 
it worked extremely well as a 3-Gun rifle 
for both short, medium, and long distance.

Daniel Defense says, “The new Daniel 
Defense DDM4v9 Lightweight is designed 
to satisfy the needs of modern shooters not 
only in popular shooting sports but also 
for tactical and defensive applications.  
The long, 15” DDM4 quad rail over a 16” 
cold hammer forged Lightweight profile 
barrel gives the operator the option to 
have the support hand extended out close 
to the muzzle allowing them to drive the 
gun more precisely, and preventing over-
travel when transitioning between multiple 
targets.  This combined with our mid-
length gas system which is known to have 
a smoother recoil impulse allows for quick 
but precise rapid fire.  The longer rail also 
affords the shooter plenty of real estate 
for optics and accessories and allows 
for maximum sight radius for accurate 
shooting with rail mounted iron sights.  
The V9 Lightweight is equipped with a 
single pinned low profile gas block that 
is drilled, taper reamed, and press fit into 
place to securely attach the low profile gas 
block to the barrel assembly. This rifle also 
comes with the newly designed, rugged 
and comfortable Daniel Defense Buttstock 
and Pistol Grip and is finished with Daniel 
Defense Tornado™ Cerakote™.”

I decided to put a low-cost Traditions AR 
Marksman 4-16x44 scope (MSRP $199) 
mounted in a WARNE R.A.M.P mount on 
it. I was initially going to add off-set sights 
for close-up work as 4X magnification was 
the lowest setting but decided not to once 
I viewed the Mil-Dot reticle light (red or 
green can be selected) which in the highest 
setting, is VERY bright. It took Ricky very 
little effort to zero the rifle. The scope 
was very easy to operate, and though the 
glass is not the quality of an $800-$1,500 

Daniel Defense DD DM4

scope, it was certainly clear enough. I could easily see the very small rifle popper out 
at 100 yards that I whacked 27 out of 30 rounds (the misses were all mine). The pull-
out windage and elevation turrets, lighted reticles, parallax adjustment, and quality were 
things I would normally expect from a higher priced scope. A few months ago, at one of 
our practices, I put the rifle spinner over with only five shots using 75-grain Black Hills 
Match ammunition!

This rifle/scope combination worked perfectly, and I have not changed a thing except 
adding a B.A.D. Lever from MAGPUL.

 

Left: Top view of scope controls.
Right: Full view of Traditions AR 
Marksman 4-16X44 scope.
Middle right: Ricky shooting the 
Daniel Defense DD DM4.

& Traditions AR Marksman 
4-16X44 Scope



Ricky Marston (14)
I recently had the opportunity to test 

out the Daniel Defense rifle. I think it shot 
fantastically well. Some things that were 
on it that I liked were the Traditions tactile 
scope and the Daniel stock and grip. When 
I sighted in the rifle, I started at 25 yards 
and went to 100 yards. One thing I really 
liked was the trigger on the Daniel rifle. 
This gun has a 16’’ barrel and a Daniel 
Defense compensator. The only thing I had 
to do is to make a few minor adjustments 
on the scope. I think the vertical grip that 
was on the rail gave me more stability 
when shooting off hand. I would highly 
recommend this gun to any rifle shooter 
because it is an awesome shooting rifle.

Wyatt Irish (16) 
If you are around me for long enough 

on the range, as well as off the range, you 
would know that the rifle is my favorite 
to shoot in 3-Gun. So, naturally, when we 
went to the range with a Daniel Defense, I 
was more than happy to test it out. 

The sleek rifle was equipped with a 
Traditions tactical scope, which made 
sighting in easy using the simple pull-out 
windage/elevation knobs. The rifle was 
also furnished with an extended magazine 
release and a fore grip, which made it that 
much more appealing. I loved shooting it 
and would recommend looking into Daniel 
Defense products if you are looking to buy 
a rifle, or even build one.
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Little Betsy
By Kenny Durham

To many of us who now find our heads 
crowned with white hair or little hair at 
all, the mere mention of a .22 caliber rifle 
brings back fond boyhood memories 
of hunting small game, impromptu 
shooting matches with friends, or 
plinking at a row of tin cans on a fence 
rail. Armed with a .22 rifle and a pocket 
full of .22 shells, we were prepared to 
stalk the woods for squirrels or venture 
into the sagebrush for jack rabbits. For 
most of us, our first rifle was a .22 rimfire 
in either .22 Short, .22 Long, or .22 
Long Rifle and was the rifle wherein we 
learned the basics of safety, hunting, and 
marksmanship. Virtually all of the major 
rifle manufactures in America produced 
.22 caliber rifles be they single shot or 
repeaters. Ballard, Marlin, Remington, 
Stevens, and Winchester are just a few 
that come to mind, and there were others 
both domestic and abroad.  All of the 
aforementioned companies offered 
versions, full or reduced size, of their 
large caliber rifles in .22 caliber rimfire.

However, there was one major who, as 
far as I know, did not: the Sharps Rifle 
Manufacturing Company. Sharps did 
produce a few rimfire rifle conversions, 
but the rimfire model was never put into 
production. It is certainly possible that 
there might have been custom Sharps 
rifles built in .22 caliber, but I could 
not find any record of such among the 
models 1874, 1877, and 1878. In recent 
years, a few companies have produced 
a reduced-sized version of the Sharps 
Model 1874 in .22 rimfire but none on 
a full-sized frame. This year in January 
at the 2015 Shot Show, the Davide 
Pedersoli introduced the Sharps Little 
Betsy chambered for the .22 Long Rifle 
rimfire cartridge.

At first glance, the Little 
Betsy appears to have a 
reduced-sized action due to 
the overall small appearance 
of the rifle, but looks are 
deceiving. The Little Betsy is 
built on a standard Model 1874 
frame that has been modified. 
Actually, the frame is almost a 
dead ringer for the early Sharps 
Model 1877, which were made 
by grinding and rounding 
off all of the excess material 
from Model 1874 actions. 
Additionally, the Little Betsy 
hammer has the distinct shape 
of those found on the Sharps 
Model 1877. The action bears 
a French gray finish with some 
nice engraving on the frame 
and lockplate. 

Other features of the rifle 
include double set triggers, 
a globe front sight, and a 
Vernier tang sight. The barrel 
and carbine-style buttplate are 
blued. The stocks have a warm-
toned oil finish that combined 
with the bright finish on the 
action and the dark finish of 
the barrel yield a very pleasing 
appearance. 

The rifle functions just 
as does any other side-
hammer Sharps rifle including 
disassembly and removal of 
the breech block. To load the 
rifle, simply lower the lever 
to expose the chamber, insert 
a cartridge into the chamber, 
and raise the lever back up to 
close the breech. To fire the 

Sharps

FEATURES

rifle, cock the hammer fully back, pull the rear trigger all 
the way back to set the front (firing) trigger, take aim, and 
squeeze the front trigger. The familiar “ker-snap” of a .22 
Long Rifle shell will be heard.

Being a rimfire, making the Little Betsy required a few 
changes to the standard design of a Sharps Model 1874. 
Foremost is the breech block wherein the firing pin has to 
be located to strike on the rim of a .22 shell as opposed 
to the center of a primer. Next, the standard extractor 
has been replaced by a sliding bar that extracts the spent 
cartridge from both sides, pulling it out so that one can 
grab the empty case. Other than these few changes, the 
rifle looks like and functions like any other side-hammer 
Sharps.
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Kenny’s grandson Dylan (14) shooting the Little Betsy using traditional sticks as a rest.

Little Betsy

 

 
The first trip to the range for testing the 
Little Betsy revealed a couple issues that 
were easily remedied. The rifle had been 
shipped to me directly from Italian Firearms 
Group (IFG), which is the U.S. importer 
for a conglomerate of Italian firearms 
manufacturers. The only task needed to 
make the rifle ready to fire was to install the 
Vernier tang sight, or Creedmoor sight as 
designated by Pedersoli. The front globe or 
tunnel sight contained a pinhead post typical 
of Sharps rifles. However, due to the rifle 
having a smaller-sized barrel than what is 
normally found on a Sharps rifle combined 
with the taper of the .22 caliber barrel, the 
rifle grouped about 12 inches high at 60 
yards even with the lowest position of the 
rear-sight eye disk, yet still being able to see 
over the top of the receiver. The other issue 
was that the extractor pulled the spent case 
out of the chamber but tended to carry the 
case back into the chamber when the lever 
was released, thus making it difficult to 
remove the spent case. In spite of these two 
quirks, I was able to fire several groups with 
various brands of ammunition to get a feel 
for how the rifle performs.

Back at home, a thorough cleaning of the 
chamber and extractor solved the problem 
for getting out the spent cases. To solve the 
problem of the front sight being too low, I 
installed a Lyman 17A front sight with a 
high base. Fortunately, the dovetails on both 
the sight and the barrel were a perfect fit. I 
contacted Pedersoli regarding the mismatch 
of the height between the front and rear 
sights and was informed that they normally 
include a higher base for the front sight for 

 
Davide Pedersoli’s

use with the rear tang sight, but it somehow never got put into the box.
 With the taller front sight I had no problem getting “on target” with the Little Betsy. The 

foremost issue with just about any .22 rimfire rifle is finding the ammunition which performs 
the best in any given rifle. That which yields great accuracy in a particular rifle may not 
perform well in another. The Little Betsy proved to be a bit better than most. Although 
the photos show boxes of vintage ammunition merely for the sake of nostalgia, all of the 
testing was accomplished with fresh ammunition. Those include CCI Mini-Mag and Green 
Tag, Winchester Super-X, Remington Target (standard velocity), and Federal Gold Medal 
Target. I did not use any expensive, premium target ammunition for the simple reason that, 
presumably, most shooters will be using standard or mid-quality target ammunition.

AT THE 
RANGE
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Having fired Sharps rifles for over 
20 years in a multitude of calibers, 
shooting the Little Betsy was a 
pure delight. Furthermore, another 
reason for the use of a full-sized 
action is that the Little Betsy is 
available in several other calibers 
which include .17 HRM, .30-30 
Winchester, .357 Magnum, and .38-
55.  Given the right ammunition, I 
think it would be a fun rifle to try in 
the .22 silhouette version of black-
powder cartridge rifle silhouette.  
Little Betsy is not intended to be 
an ultra-serious target rifle but 
rather a variation of the famous 
1874 Sharps with which “kids” of 
all ages, including us white-haired 
curmudgeons, can enjoy a great 
time of shooting.   

See ya at the range,
Kenny Durham

SUMMARY

Little 

Betsy

Caliber:                   .22 Long Rifle
Action:                    Sharps 1874 Lever Action
Barrel Length:    24 Inches
Trigger:                  Double Set
Safety:                    Dual Safety System
Weight:                  7 ½ Pounds
                 

RIFLE SPECIFICATIONS:



 Phone 913-362-9455  www.imrpowder.com

NEW IMR® 4451™ WITH ENDURON™ TECHNOLOGY. 
MAKE IT PART OF YOUR ROUTINE.
Stable, even after exposure to extreme temperature swings. Precise, even when  
you’ve already put a few rounds down the tube. It’s a new habit that will become 
as second nature as opening day.

CERAKOTE 

www.dinggocoatings.com
208-867-4295
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Nolan Loughry: 

My Trap Shooting 
Journey 
With SCTP
In June of 2012, Ohio trap shooter Nolan 

Loughry stood atop the winning podium with 
his fellow squadmates—they were holding 
the first place trophy among the Intermediate 
Division at the Scholastic Clay Target 
Program (SCTP) National Championship 
in Sparta, Illinois. These five young men 
were ecstatic to be bringing home the first 
place title in their division, but Loughry 
had something else to celebrate: At his first 
experience at a national championship, he 
had individually placed fourth overall for 
his division.

In just sixteen months, he went from 
never shooting a gun to winning a national 
shooting title.

Nolan Loughry, a senior at Hudson High 
School in Hudson, Ohio, first developed 
an interest in shooting in eighth grade. 
After hearing his friends talk about a recent 
hunting trip, Nolan Loughry asked his father, 
John Loughry, to take him hunting. Coming 
from a non-hunting family, John searched 
for alternate solutions to his son’s interest.

“I talked to a few different [shooting] 
clubs, but most didn’t want to work with a 
minor who had no gun experience,” says 
John Loughry. “I called Chippewa Youth 
Trap Shooting Club (CYTC) to explain our 
situation. When Brad Harker answered his 
cell phone, he immediately said ‘Bring him 
down, we’ll assign him a coach, loan him a 
shotgun, and teach him how to shoot.’”

For his first time shooting a gun, Nolan 
Loughry shot 15 out of 25 clay targets, an 
outstanding run for a beginner. The coaches 
suggested that he consider joining the club’s 
youth competitive team. 

“It was intimidating at first,” says Nolan 
Loughry. But after he conducted his own 
research and spent a few more weekends 
at the range, he became excited about the 
opportunity. 

Loughry watched YouTube videos on 
shooting and would go to the range every 

weekend to practice, where he would receive 
instruction and guidance from the volunteer 
coaches. 

“But in reality,” says John Loughry, “it 
was the quality, patience, and passion of the 
coaches that helped him get to a high level 
so quickly.”

Nolan Loughry says, “The coaches are 
phenomenal. They do what they do because 
they want to help kids, not for anything 
else.”

 “...it was the quality, 
patience, and passion of 
the coaches that helped 

him get to a high level so 
quickly.”

Bud Freeman, Nolan Loughry’s head 
coach, says the Chippewa Youth Trap 
Program is more than just teaching kids how 
to shoot, it’s also teaching them to be good 
kids. 

Some of the values they teach are 
sportsmanship, teamwork, perseverance, 
and kindness. 

“I tell them it’s hard work but to stick to 
it. If they work at it, they will succeed,” says 
Freeman.

Due to Nolan Loughry’s young age and 
lack of experience, he began his competitive 
shooting career as a part of the SCTP 
Intermediate Entry division in May 2012.

After exceeding at local competitions, 
Nolan Loughry and his squad qualified for 
Ohio’s State Championships, held June 
of 2012. His squad won first place in their 
division, qualifying them for SCTP National 
Championships in Sparta at the World 
Shooting Complex.

At Nationals, Loughry noticed the 
overwhelming positive reception of the 

Chippewa Youth Trap Shooting Club.  His 
squad finished first overall in the IE Division. 

When looking at the sixteen months 
between his first trip to the range and his 
first national title, Loughry says he owes this 
success to the coaches. 

“I think it’s a real testament to the coaches 
that they took a kid who had never shot 
before to winning a national championship 
in 16 months,” says John Loughry.

Nolan Loughry joined a competitive 
winter league in order to remain active 
with the sport, and he progressed to the 
Intermediate Advanced division in the 
spring. Continuing his streak, he qualified 
for States, and then again for Nationals in 
July of 2013. However, this time, there were 
quite a few challenges.

Their squad was tied for second place, 
resulting in a shoot-off to break the tie. 
However, the weather presented a threat.

“As we were waiting to start, I saw this 
huge gray cloud in the distance,” says Nolan 
Loughry. “It quickly came closer to us as 
we started our round. There was a torrential 
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“My whole squad was 
exhausted and under a 

lot of pressure.”
downpour while we were at our stands.” 

Unfortunately, the rain ruined the 
scorecards for the second tiebreaker, so they 
had to redo the tiebreaker.

Loughry says, “My whole squad was 
exhausted and under a lot of pressure. I was 
trying to encourage everyone to take it one 
bird at a time.” 

Despite the weather and two tiebreaker 
rounds, Loughry’s one-bird-at-a-time 
mentality worked. Their squad walked 
away—drenched head to toe—winning 
second place overall in the JV Division.

Nolan Loughry’s shooting career 
continued. He qualified in 2014 for 
Nationals as part of the JV Division, but 
could not attend due to scheduling conflicts.   
This past July, Nolan qualified for a fourth 
consecutive year for Nationals, where his 
squad won first place in the Varsity Division. 

“We only had to beat 118 other teams,” 
Coach Freeman jokes. He says, “It’s a 
privilege when you’re at that level to 
compete with others.”

Nolan Loughry says that shooting with 
the CYTC has not only made him a better 
marksman, but also a better student and 
person.

“Trap shooting has taught me how to 
focus. When I shoot, I focus on one target 
at a time. I take this same sort of thinking 
and apply it to school where it helps me 
prioritize and focus on homework,” says 
Nolan Loughry.

“What started out as a two-hour trip to a 
trap range turned into a four-year team and 
coaching experience that has been nothing 
less than phenomenal,” says John Loughry. 
“We’re very thankful for what they’ve 
done, and they’re great coaches. They’ve 
helped these kids not only become better 
marksmen, but also young adults with high 
character quality.”

Coach Freeman says, “Nolan is one of the 
best young men that I’ve had the pleasure 
to be around and work with. He is very 
talented, courteous, and just a great young 
man.” 

Nolan Loughry will continue shooting trap 
through his senior year with the CYTC team. 
Loughry is also a recipient of the NRA’s 
Triple Distinguished Expert award and is 
active with their youth programs.  He plays 
for the Hudson High School Football Team 
and performs with the school’s orchestra. 

“I’ve taken the competitiveness and 
lessons I’ve learned with shooting and apply 
them to my everyday life,” says Nolan 
Loughry. “[Trapshooting] is something I 
definitely plan on continuing at the collegiate 
level.”

To learn more about the Chippewa Youth 
Trapshooting Club, visit their website at 
www.copleytrap.com.



• $5,000,000 Liability Policy that can include the 
school as an “also insured”.

• COMPLETE Background checks! The SCTP 
does a comprehensive background check on 
every coach!

• Coach Training….most of the SCTP coaches 
are certified Level I NRA/USAS/CMP Shotgun 
Coaches

• Shooting year that runs from September 1st 
through August 31st.

• Athletes from 4th & 5th grade through college can 
participate in our program.

• State, Regional and National Championships in 
both American and International disciplines.

• Competitions in Trap, Skeet, Sporting Clays, 
International Skeet, Bunker Trap and Olympic 
Doubles.

• The SCTP is the “official” youth shooting program 
to Team USA and USA Shooting.

•  Junior Olympic Development Camps (JODC’s)….
Athletes stay right at the Olympic Training Center!

• Team savings accounts through the Midway USA 
Foundation….and Endowment funds that we 
deposit.

• Raffle, new team start-up packages, Banquet 
packages available through us helping teams 
raise funds!

• Industry sponsored “special” gun prices for SCTP 
teams and athletes.

• Industry sponsored “special” ammo prices for 
SCTP teams and athletes.

• A registration and scoring system for all of our 
teams and coaches to use and track athletes.

• The SCTP gives out over $50,000 a year in 
scholarships to its athletes graduating from high 
school.

• Prizes! Last year alone the SCTP gave out over 
30 guns at our national championships!

• Partnerships with Conservation groups like 
Pheasants Forever and the NWTF help support 
local teams.

•  And much, much more…..

Scholastic Clay Target Program
165 Bay Ridge Lane

Burlington, WI 53105
Phone: 262-939-6664
www.sssfonline.com

By Tom Wondrash
SCTP National Director 

JOIN
THE 
SCTPWHY 

?
The largest 
youth 
shooting 
program in 
the world!

Check out all the opportunities we offer our teams, athletes and coaches!

We currently have over 17,000 athletes/
coaches across the country participating in our 
program encompassing 45 states. Our teams 
are led by certified coaches and we carry a 
5 million dollar liability policy on ALL of our 
members!

The SCTP is a National Youth 
Shooting Program focused on 
“Team”! There is no room for the 
win-at-all-cost attitude. Much like 
football, baseball, basketball and 
track, we help build school teams 
and conferences across the country 
and have been doing this since 2001 
when it started under the NSSF!

The SSSF or 
Scholastic Shooting 
Sports Foundation 
now implements this 
program: 1 2 3

You can be part of any and all other youth programs, the 
SCTP does not discriminate!

The SCTP placed four of our athletes on the US National 
Junior Team last year as a result of the National Competition 
we held in Colorado Springs, CO. last summer! This is the first 
time ever that this has happened and we are proud that it was 
done through our program!

We hope that you and your schools team will consider being 
part of the largest youth program in the world, the Scholastic 
Clay Target Program!

We welcome you to contact us with any questions you might 
have!

National Director of Development  
Scott Moniot

1-641-660-8409 
smoniot@sssfonline.com

Regional Field Representative
Chet Tuinstra

1-262-498-4260
ctuinstra@sssfonline.com
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SCTP 2015 Nationals & Internationals
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This year, in addition to competing in 
USPSA and Steel Challenge, I was asked to 
shoot Scholastic Pistol Program with a team 
in Colfax, Wisconsin that was founded this 
year. Colfax is about a two-hour drive north 
from our home in Onalaska, Wisconsin, but I 
could not say no. I am 15 years old and don’t 
see many other juniors when I compete, so 
when I was offered a chance to join a team 
with kids my age, it sounded great. SPP is 
basically speed shooting at either round 
or square steel targets, much like Steel 
Challenge, but in a team format for youth.

Scholastic Pistol Program or SPP, falls 
under the governing body of the SSSF or 
the Scholastic Shooting Sports Foundation, 
as does the SCTP or Scholastic Clay Target 
Program. The SSSF is a leader in youth 
development shooting programs. SSSF was 
created to offer a supportive environment 
for kids ages 12 through college to compete 
safely and learn life lessons. It is all about 
learning safe firearm handling, teamwork, 
and leadership. I can tell you that if you are 
involved in shooting sports but miss seeing 
other Juniors, then you should check out 
SPP or SCTP. You’ll be glad you did!

In SPP you shoot either rimfire or 
centerfire. You start at a low-ready position 
as there is no drawing from a holster. There 
are four stages of fire. Each one consists 
of a shooting area, four steel targets, and a 
fifth steel target called the stop plate. The 
competitor sets up in a starting box with 
a table under the watchful eye of a range 
officer. The competitor makes ready to 
shoot, then at the sound of the beep from a 
timer, the competitor shoots the five steel 
targets as fast as safely possible, shooting 
the stop plate target last. The stop plate has 
an orange base on it, so it is obvious which 
plate to shoot last. You can shoot the other 
four steel targets in any order, but you must 
shoot the stop plate last. At each stage you 
get five chances, or strings as they are called. 
You throw out the worst score and keep the 
other four.

SPP has various divisions based on your 
age and what you are shooting. For instance, 
there is Junior Rimfire, Senior Rimfire, 
Junior Centerfire, Senior Centerfire, 
Collegiate Rimfire and Collegiate Centerfire. 
The Junior Division is for those ages 12-16, 
the Senior Division is for those ages 17-20, 

S cholastic 
P istol 
P rogram

By James de Lambert (15)

and Collegiate is for those who are full-time 
college students. The minimum squad size is 
four shooters, but there is no maximum size.

At Colfax, we started out with roughly a 
dozen kids shooting. As the season wore on, 
that changed some. We had weekly practices, 
one scrimmage against a team from Eastern 
Wisconsin, then we went to our first 
Wisconsin State Championship. We went 
to the Wisconsin State Championship with 
three squads (four Junior Rimfire shooters, 
four Senior Rimfire shooters, one Junior 
Rimfire girl), and alternates. There were 
over 80 competitors. It was great to see so 
many kids shooting. However, when it came 
time to shoot, it was just our team shooting 
by itself, the only real change was a couple 
of unfamiliar range officers timing and 
scorekeeping. So, that was comforting and 
took much of the jitters away, as there was no 
large gallery. Much to our surprise, we won 
both the Junior and Senior championship! 
We went from a newly created team with 
many first-time shooters, to state champs in 
two categories. 

After the win at State, we decided to give 
Nationals a try. We fielded a team of four 
Junior Rimfire competitors and one alternate, 
and headed to Sparta, Illinois. Nationals 
was held in Sparta at the World Shooting 
and Recreational Complex (WSRC). It is 
a phenomenal venue and it is 
truly world class. The complex 
is on 1,600 acres and is owned 
by the state. There is camping, 
hunting, fishing, sporting clays, 
trap shooting, skeet shooting, 
pistol and rifle shooting, and 
much more! They also have 
some amazing buildings on 
the site. However, the most 
amazing thing to me was the 
sheer size of the trap shooting 
ranges. The WSRC has the 
longest trap line in the world 
with 120 trap fields extending 
over 3.5 miles! Twenty-four of 
those fields are a combination 
of trap and skeet fields. Sixteen 
of those fields are equipped with 
lights for shooting after dark. 
It really is just a phenomenal 
place to visit.

In addition to the SPP, the 

SCTP was holding their Nationals at the 
same time, so there were somewhere in the 
neighborhood of 3,000 competitors! The 
SCTP by far outnumbers the SPP folks. I 
believe we had roughly 400 shooters and the 
SCTP was the balance. Even with so many 
people, everyone is so spread out outside 
that it never feels very crowded, until you go 
into the buildings, which was bustling with 
people. 

Our squad shot on Tuesday morning, July 
14th, at 9:00 a.m. It was very quiet and there 
was even less activity than at State. It was 
just like practicing back home, but the squad 
was more nervous and it showed right off the 
bat. The team started off a bit shaky, but got 
back on track. In an hour and a half, it was 
over! After that it was a matter of just having 
fun and watching other people shoot, check 
out the many vendors that had stores on site, 
etc. We left on Wednesday and the Nationals 
continued until Saturday afternoon. When 
the gun smoke cleared, our Colfax team 
finished in 8th place out of 45 teams. Not 
bad for a first-year team. We learned a great 
deal, had a lot of fun, and I intend to shoot 
again next year! You should check out the 
SSSF website and look for an SPP or SCTP 
team near you. Or, start one up for yourself, 
like we did. You won’t be sorry.
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Scholastic Pistol Program
By Christian Sailer (15)

This year I had the best summer a shooter could ask for, a National Championship 
win. It all started last year at our local range, Renton Fish and Game Club, when our 
local steel match director, Cel Alvarez, formed a Scholastic Pistol Program junior 
team. Scholastic Pistol Program is an organization that has junior teams comprised 
of four kids that compete in a Steel Challenge type of match. Our goal for that year 
was to win the Washington State Championship, not even knowing that we could 
take it as far as a national win. 

Our team trained hard for months to get where we are today. Every weekend, our 
team would shoot various practice stages for two hours, so you can imagine the piles 
of .22 brass we would make. Not only did we live fire, we all had dry fire posters at 
home to practice.

Once we won the Washington State Championship, our eyes were set on the 
Scholastic Pistol Program Nationals in Sparta, Illinois in July. We arrived a day 
early to shoot some practice stages and explore the awesome venue at the World 
Shooting Complex. The place was massive and it was hard not to get lost! It was 
1,600 acres that included 120 trap fields, 24 skeet fields, 2 sporting clay fields and 12 
action bays. All of the sponsors had their own booths, so we spent the day checking 
out all of the displays. 

A day later we were scheduled early in the morning, so we were able to shoot all 
of the stages before it got too hot. We shot the match under the RO supervision of 
Ed Fitzgerald, the Director of Marketing at Glock. The match went great for us and 
we won the Junior Rimfire Pistol Division. Individually, I got 2nd place by a margin 
that still keeps me up at night, 0.16 seconds. The venue was awesome, the staff was 
excellent, and it was a great experience overall! 

Our local range went from having 2-3 juniors show up at steel matches to involving 
more than 20 juniors in the local program. It has helped get new shooters started in 
the sport. Midway USA also sponsors the program and generously provides financial 
support to teams. If you have any questions about how you can get involved in SPP 
or about the match, check out http://sssfonline.org.
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Colt Combat
I just recently had an opportunity try out a new pistol. The Colt Combat Elite, 

.45 ACP, 5” Government model. Let’s start off by saying Colt has something here. 
It started with the wow factor when I opened the little blue plastic box. Lying there 
inside was a beautiful two-tone (stainless and blue steel) 1911 pistol with rosewood 
grips. There accompanying it was a pair of stainless steel eight-round magazines. 

When I removed it from the box for a little closer look and feel, I immediately 
realized I had a true piece of American pistolsmithing in my hand. This was a really 
lightweight, full-size government model. It had a stainless steel frame, blued-steel 
slide, three-dot Novak sights. The rosewood grips were 50/50 smooth and checked, 
split on the diagonal, with the Colt logo in the center. The slide was grooved front 
and back for grip and the full-length guide rod like most new 1911s, but kept the 
true Government model with the safety on the left only - the only way I feel this gun 
should be built. This thing felt great in my hand, and I knew it was time to try it out.

I wanted to get a true look at this pistol and how it functioned, so I took an array of 
ammo consisting of full metal jacket ball and different defensive hollow points with 
me to the range. This pistol worked and functioned like a dream. The trigger was 
smooth and crisp. It ran flawlessly through the 150 rounds of ammo I took with me. I 
was able to shoot some really nice groups with all of the ammo I put through it. The 
only problem I encountered was I have to tell my wife I have to buy another gun. I 
believe I just found my go-to carry gun.

Wyatt Irish
The Colt Combat Elite 1911 was a really fun pistol to 

shoot, but a .45 is a little too much gun for me to shoot 
accurately as I was constantly anticipating recoil and was 
jerking the trigger. Don’t get me wrong, my problem is not 
with the gun but the caliber, as the gun was smooth and 
easy to operate and fit my hands fairly well. But in my 
personal opinion, I would recommend this specific gun to 
all those who would shoot in the heavy category as it is 
really sweet! But for a junior just starting to try a 1911, it 
would be even better in a 9mm, or if you feel up to it, a .40 
caliber.

Ricky Marston
Today I got an opportunity to shoot a Colt Combat Elite 

1911. In my opinion, it shot extremely well at different 
distances. I shot a number of varieties of ammunition, 
and it ran flawlessly. It has a 5-inch barrel and slide, and 
it also runs .45 ACP+P and .45 ACP ball ammo. I would 
recommend this gun to anybody from pro to beginner.

Elite
      .45

Wyatt Irish

Ben Moody: “Awesome 
gun.”



STANDARD FEATURES:
• Accommodates Over 160 Calibers
• Uses Standard 7/8” x 14 Dies
• Loading Rate: 500-600 Rds./Hr.
• Comes With One Caliber Conversion
• Interchangeable Toolhead Assembly
• Automatic Powder Measure
• Automatic Primer System
• Lifetime Warranty

RL 550B
Progressive Reloader

Dillon Precision’sDillon Precision’s

dillonprecision.com
For FREE Catalog # K05-14690, call 800-762-3845
dillonprecision.com

Pictured here with 
optional accessories:

.45 ACP Die Set              K05-14404
Strong Mount                 K05-22051
Alum. Roller Handle       K05-17950
Low Powder Sensor        K05-16306
Aluminum Bullet Tray     K05-22214
RL 550 Toolholder with Wrench Set
                                      K05-11541
Cartridge Case Bin/Bracket
                                      K05-11185
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By Rick Marston, 
Ricky Marston (14), 
& Wyatt Irish (16)

• Novak® Low Mount Carry Sights with Dots
• Enhanced Hammer
• Extended Single Sided Safety Lock
• Colt Upswept Beavertail Grip Safety
• Lowered and Flared Ejection Port
• National Match® Barrel
• Full Length Guide Rod
• Two Tone Finish

Features

Elite
      .45
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Precision Rifle
By Tristan Woodbury (14)

Precision rifle shooting is a shooting sport where 
you shoot from multiple positions. Some of the 
positions are supported by a prop, which could be 
a rock, straps, your pack or a tripod. The targets are 
placed as close as 100 yards and out to 1,000 yards. 
There are around 10 stages, each different. At the 
hardest stage of the match, you position yourself on 
the first rock with the rifle in your right arm, then 
shoot the target; you move to the second rock, then 
to the third rock, switch to your left arm, and then 
shoot the target again from the third rock, then back 
to second and first. On that stage, I didn’t hit any 
targets, but it was still my favorite stage. 

Precision Rifle Shooters of Idaho sponsored the 
match where I shot.  They are one of the recognized 
precision rifle clubs for the Northwest Precision Rifle 
League and Precision Rifle Series. My dad asked if 
I would like to compete in the match. I said yes, but 
this came at price; I had to help set up the match and 
get the stuff for the match like the bullets. I got to 
drive the UTV, so it wasn’t that bad. My water spilled 
while we were setting up and I had to tough through 
the 108-degree heat without water.

The gear I used wasn’t too much of a problem to 
carry and I used my dad’s small military bag to carry 
everything. I also had a tiny bean bag to prop my gun 
on. The precision rifle setup I used was a Remington 
700 action chambered in 6.5 Creedmoor with Kinetic 
Research Group X-ray Chassis (stock), a Vortex 
Gen 1 Razor and a Harris Bipod. I also got to use a 
SilencerCo Harvester Suppressor. 

What I did to prepare was go to the range to zero 
and make sure the rifle worked the way it is supposed 
to. My dad took me out several times to show me 
how to use a precision rifle scope. A big problem that 
I didn’t know until the next day after the match was 
that we realized my scope wasn’t tightened enough 
for the match. To me, the match was fun and I will 
tighten my scope, so I could do it again to redeem 
myself. 
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JoIn today!!!
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cowboy Fast draw assocIatIon

P.O. Box 5 • Fernley, NV 89408 • 775-575-1802

www.cowboyfastdraw.com

Dedicated to the Cowboy Way

Real HolsteRs, Real Guns, witH wax Bullets
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